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Background
With the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, medical
schools were forced to transition to a remote teaching
format to continue providing students’ education.
• Remote learning may be effective in meeting
students’ learning needs
o faces difficulties in providing higher cognitive skill
development
• Medical school cohort of 2024
1.
forced transition to a remote format
2.
return to the in-person learning experience.
•

Results
• Preliminary data includes 32 survey responses (32% response rate).
• 72% of students who returned the survey correctly matched all active learning
modalities with its definition.
• All 4 questions regarding communication issues related to the remote format
had a majority towards agree/strongly agree 59%-85%.

Lessons Learned
• No clear preference for remote vs active
learning in-person
• No clear conclusions about differences
in facilitation of learning.
• The remote format of active learning
restricts students’ perceived medical
school experience through limiting peer
to peer and peer to faculty interactions.

Objectives
1. Document benefits and challenges of the active
learning model of medical education in a remote
format
2. Examine medical students’ understanding of
foundational principles of active learning
3. Record student perceptions related to how well active
learning facilitates learning through a remote vs
in-person format.

Methods
A survey was sent to the UNM School of Medicine Class
of 2024 email list with questions regarding
1. Understanding the different types of active learning
2. Which types of active learning they felt were better
suited to the remote format
3. Experiences and preferences for remote vs in-person
learning.

Discussion
• Most medical students can accurately differentiate the different modalities of
active learning.
• No consensus if active learning remotely vs in-person results in students
feeling better prepared for assessments
• Remote active learning appears hindered by communication issues,
including
o communicating in the remote format
o decreased peer to peer interaction
o decreased peer to faculty interaction.
• Reduced interaction may play a role in most students stating remote active
learning hinders their medical school experience.
• Most stated they were more likely to attend remote active learning sessions,
yet the majority disagreed that they preferred the remote format of active
learning.
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Next Steps
1. Send a similar survey to Phase 1 faculty
at UNM SOM to compare results to
students
2. Conduct a focus group to better
understand student opinions on remote vs
in-person active learning sessions

